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UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY  OF  ALBERTA 


REQUEST  FOR  APPROVAL 


Program  of  Studies 


Approval  is  requested  for  the  Beginning  level  of  the  French  as  a  Second  Language 
(FSL)  program  according  to  the  following  schedule: 

1991-92     -     Beginning  level  available  for  implementation 

1992-93     -     Provincial  implementation  of  Beginning  level 


Basic  Learning  Resources 


The  following  basic  learning  resources  are  recommended  for  approval  for  the 
Beginning  level  of  the  FSL  program: 

Grades  1  -     3     Dimoitou  (Centre  Educatif  et  Culturel) 
4  -     6     Bienvenue  (Prentice  Hall) 

Aventures  (Copp  Clark) 
7  -     9     Arc-en-ciel  (Mary  Glasgow) 
10  -    12     Arc-en-ciel  (Mary  Glasgow) 
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FSL  IN  ALBERTA -BACKGROUND 

French  as  a  second  language  (FSL)  generally  refers  to  courses  in  which  the  French 
language  is  taught  as  a  subject,  often  between  20  to  40  minutes  a  day,  to  help  students 
develop  communication  skills  in  French  and  an  understanding  of  French  culture.  FSL  is 
offered  to  approximately  162,000  students  (1989-90  figures)  or  over  one-third  of  our 
total  student  population,  usually  as  a  complementary  part  of  their  program  (Appendix  A). 

In  July  1988,  the  Language  Services  Branch  received  approval  from  Education  Officials 
to  revise  the  FSL  programs  to  make  them  more  effective  and  current.  It  was  proposed 
that  one  curriculum  be  developed  for  FSL  in  which  an  approach  based  on  levels  of 
language  proficiency  would  be  the  framework.  Language  proficiency,  in  this  context, 
refers  to  the  ability  to  function  or  communicate  effectively  in  the  second  language  in 
real-life  contexts.  In  addition,  the  concept  of  a  multidimensional  curriculum  was 
incorporated  to  ensure  a  student-centred  approach  that  respects  current  knowledge 
about  thinking  skills,  strategy  use  and  socio-affective  factors  as  they  relate  to  the 
learning  of  a  second  language. 

On  the  basis  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  levels  of  language  proficiency,  four  organizing 
principles  for  the  design  and  development  of  second  language  curriculum  in  the  province 
of  Alberta  for  the  1990s  were  identified.   Second  language  programs  in  the  1990s  will: 

1.  Define  expected  student  outcomes  in  terms  of  progressive  levels  of  performance,  or 
communicative  growth,  in  listening,  reading,  speaking  and  writing. 

2.  Incorporate  the  interrelated  language  components  of  function,  content/context  and 
accuracy. 

3.  Emphasize  the  linguistic  factors  of  vocabulary,  grammar,  pronunciation,  fluency  and 
sociolinguistics  in  relation  to  the  significance  in  defining  the  accuracy  with  which 
messages  are  conveyed  and  understood  at  each  level  of  language  proficiency  in  the 
four  language  skills  defined  above. 

4.  Implement  approaches  that  reflect  current  thinking  about  language  learning  and 
promote  communicative  language  use. 
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CURRICULUM  DESIGN 

The  proposed  provincial  FSL  program  consists  of  nine  well-defined  levels  of  competency: 
Beginning  French  1,  2  and  3,  Intermediate  French  1,  2  and  3,  and  Advanced  French  1,  2 
and  3.  Each  level  specifies  learner  expectations  for  students  in  the  areas  of  language 
experience  and  communication,  cultural  knowledge  and  understanding,  use  and 
understanding  of  the  language  system  (sounds,  symbols,  vocabulary,  grammar  and 
discourse),  and  use  and  knowledge  of  strategies  for  learning  languages.  The  program 
incorporates  current  knowledge  about  second  language  acquisition  and  curriculum  design 
that  will  enhance  the  language  development  of  students  along  a  continuum  of 
communicative  growth.  Finally,  the  program  maintains  local  flexibility  so  that  school 
boards  may  offer  FSL  at  different  grade  levels,  depending  on  community  aspirations  and 
available  financial  and  human  resources.  For  administrative  purposes  relative  to  the 
implementation  of  FSL  senior  high  school  courses,  the  nine  levels  have  been  reorganized 
into  seven  courses  as  follows:  Beginning  French  1  and  2,  Intermediate  French  1  and  2 
and  Advanced  French  1,  2  and  3.  These  course  level  descriptions  are  presented  in 
Appendix  B. 

The  new  FSL  program  is  based  on  two  design  approaches:  proficiency  levels  and  the 
multidimensional  curriculum. 

"Proficiency  levels"  are  descriptions  of  the  student's  ability  to  communicate  effectively 
in  real-life  situations.  By  describing  typical  performance  along  a  range  of  possible  levels 
of  competence,  we  can  better  define  what  it  means  to  know  and  use  a  language  and 
thereby  assess  stages  of  language  development.  The  descriptions  that  are  based  on 
classroom  experience  show  students'  communicative  growth.  The  terms  Beginning, 
Intermediate  and  Advanced  describe  expanding  access  to  the  second  language.  Each  of 
these  levels  is  further  broken  down  into  sublevels.  The  multidimensional  curriculum 
design,  an  interpretation  of  Stern  (1983)  and  of  the  National  Core  French  Study, 
integrates  four  components  of  language  learning:  experience/communication,  culture, 
language,  and  general  language  education. 
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DEVELOPMENT  ACTIVITIES 

1988-89 

During  1988-89,  a  curriculum  prototype  for  FSL  was  developed  and  discussed  with 
approximately  300  educational  administrators,  teachers  and  consultants  across  Alberta. 
Participants  identified  the  communicative  nature  of  the  program,  the  proficiency-based 
curriculum,  student-centredness,  the  experiential  emphasis,  the  holistic  approach  and  the 
integration  of  four  components  (experience/communication,  culture,  language  and 
general  language  education)  as  positive  features.  Major  concerns  included  time 
allotments,  teacher  qualifications  and  staffing,  inservicing,  learning  resource 
development,  evaluation,  diversity  of  levels  and  the  transfer  of  credits.  Suggestions  for 
improvement  included  further  inservicing  to  enhance  program  understanding,  language 
upgrading  and  evaluation  methods,  development  of  suitable  learning  resources  and 
increasing  time  allotments. 

1989-90 

In  1989-90,  further  development  was  undertaken  and  orientation  inservices  were  held  in 
Grande  Prairie,  Edmonton,  St.  Paul,  Red  Deer,  Calgary  and  Lethbridge.  Teachers 
generally  received  the  proposed  FSL  program  positively  although  concern  was  expressed 
about  the  adequacy  of  learning  resources,  time  allotments  and  teacher  training. 
Teachers  expressed  a  need  for  assistance  in  implementing  the  proposed  FSL  Program  of 
Studies,  particularly  in  the  areas  of  inservice,  learning  resources,  implementation 
guidelines  and  teacher  training. 

1990-91 

In  1990-91,  the  Beginning  Level  of  the  FSL  program  was  validated  in  Grades  1,  4,  7  and 
10  in  sixteen  schools  across  Alberta.  In  addition,  the  following  draft  documents  were 
reviewed  by  approximately  150  educators  attending  inservice  sessions  conducted  in  the 
fall  and  winter  of  1990-91  in  Grande  Prairie,  Edmonton,  St.  Paul,  Red  Deer,  Calgary  and 
Lethbridge: 

1.  Program  of  Studies,  ECS-12  (French  and  English  versions) 

2.  Implementation  Guide  (English  version) 

3.  Teacher  Resource  Manual  (French  and  English  versions) 
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Teachers  who  have  an  Advanced  level  of  proficiency  will  be  able  to  understand,  both 
orally  and  in  writing,  the  meaning  of  the  major  and  supporting  ideas  of  an  oral  or  written 
text  that  contains  both  familiar  and  unfamiliar  ideas.  Teachers  with  Advanced-level 
proficiency  will  be  able  to  express  themselves  spontaneously  in  coherent  oral  or  written 
communications  about  concrete  topics  such  as  background,  family,  interests,  work, 
travel,  current  events  and  selected  abstract  topics  of  interest.  They  will  also  understand 
the  essential  contributions  of  francophone  cultures  to  society  and  be  able  to  interpret 
contemporary  francophone  life  and  understand  and  articulate  basic  second  language 
learning  strategies. 


FINANCIAL  IMPLICATIONS 

Major  implementation  costs  will  be  inservice  training  and  the  purchase  of  new  learning 
resources.  As  FSL  remains  a  complementary  program  in  Alberta,  school  jurisdictions 
may  implement  the  program  according  to  the  availability  of  appropriate  financial  and 
qualified  human  resources  and  community  support. 
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FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  IMPLEMENTATION  ACTIVITIES 

The  following  are  the  proposed  development  and  implementation  activities  to  complete 
the  project. 

1991-92       -       Validation  of  Intermediate  and  Advanced  levels  of  the  program. 

Validation   of   the   Intermediate   and   Advanced    levels    basic    learning 

resources. 

Design    and    validation    of    sample    model    tests    for    Beginning    and 

Intermediate  levels. 

Development  of  FSL  inservice  tapes  by  ACCESS. 

1992-93        -       Provincial  Implementation  of  Beginning  level. 

Intermediate  and  Advanced  levels  available  for  implementation. 
Design  and  validation  of  sample  model  test  for  Advanced  level. 

1993-94       -       Provincial  implementation  of  Intermediate  level. 

1994-95       -       Provincial  implementation  of  Advanced  level. 
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Student  Enrolments  in  Language  Programs  for  1989-90 


K 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

TOTAL 

Arabic  Bilingual 

62 

60 

57 

50 

37 

30 

18 

18 

332 

Blackfoot 

49 

9 

58 

Chinese  Bilingual 

90 

28 

45 

49 

25 

29 

26 

12 

304 

Chinese 

99 

12 

30 

141 

Cree 

348 

258 

204 

135 

77 

12 

1,034 

French  Nine 

356 

2,020 

2,602 

3,498 

22,805 

22,029 

20,837 

11,152 

8,496 

6.939 

3,063 

1,385 

576 

105,758 

French  Six 

10,345 

8,674 

7,454 

4,038 

2,941 

1,192 

34.644 

French  Three 

7,319 

5,232 

4,709 

17,260 

French  Immersion 

3,984 

3,935 

3,262 

2,950 

2,528 

2,146 

1.817 

1,897 

1,665 

1,344 

791 

654 

424 

27,397 

French  Minority 

275 

297 

271 

223 

221 

226 

212 

186 

183 

156 

135 

117 

71 

2,573 

German 

187 

205 

1.394 

693 

498 

2,977 

German  Bilingual 

70 

75 

65 

48 

52 

36 

29 

14 

21 

7 

417 

German  Literature 

15 

11 

26 

Gre«k 

10 

11 

21 

Hebrew 

10 

6 

7 

23 

Hebrew  Bilingual 

74 

77 

81 

80 

60 

54 

47 

25 

12 

6 

516 

Italian 

154 

106 

63 

323 

■apanese 

77 

24 

101 

Latin 

182 

13 

5 

200 

Polish 

17 

9 

12 

38 

Polish  Bilingual 

21 

34 

47 

25 

23 

18 

168 

Spanish 

235 

75 

69 

379 

Ukrainian 

43 

59 

38 

83 

63 

40 

326 

Ukrainian  Bilingual 

127 

168 

160 

132 

152 

101 

158 

74 

43 

62 

32 

14 

20 

1,243 

SUBTOTAL 

196.259 

ESL 

1,204 

956 

703 

517 

467 

434 

408 

417 

325 

441 

357 

250 

6,479 

TOTAL 

202.738 

N.B. 


There  are  4,267  students  attending  private  schools  in  Alberta  who  are  also  taking  FSL  courses.  These  students  are  not  included  in  the 
figures  for  French  Nine,  French  Six  and  French  Three  and  must  be  added  in  separately. 
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APPENDIX  B 

Level  Descriptions  of  FSL  Courses  at  the  Senior  High  School  Level 
BEGINNING  FRENCH  1 

Students  will  be  able  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  a  series  of  simple  oral  and  written 
statements  that  use  simple  vocabulary  and  commonly  used  sentences;  for  example,  in 
familiar  questions,  short  dialogues,  simple  instructions,  maps,  signs  and  short  messages 
about  such  fields  of  experience  as  the  school,  people  around  them,  weather,  holidays  and 
celebrations,  and  food  and  clothing.  Students  will  be  able  to  communicate,  orally  and  in 
writing,  simple  and/or  commonly  used  messages  containing  one  or  two  statements  in  a 
structured  context;  for  example,  short  messages,  simple  forms  and  lists  about  such  fields 
of  experience  as  the  family,  school,  people  around  them,  weather,  holidays  and 
celebrations,  and  food  and  clothing. 

Students  will  be  able  to  identify  facts,  such  as  names  of  people,  places,  publications  and 
institutions  that  reveal  the  presence  of  francophone  individuals  and  groups  at  their  local, 
regional  and  provincial  levels. 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  sound-symbol  system,  vocabulary  and  respect 
word  order  appropriate  to  simple  oral  and  written  messages  in  the  present  tense.  They 
will  use,  orally  and  in  writing,  the  sound-symbol  system  related  to  vocabulary 
appropriate  to  the  field  of  experience  while  respecting  the  word  order  in  the  present 
tense  and  employ  the  following  linguistic  elements:  gender;  the  plural  of  nouns;  definite 
and  indefinite  articles;  verbs  such  as  avoir,  etre,  faire  and  aller  in  the  present  tense 
using  the  appropriate  personal  pronouns;  negative  and  affirmative  sentences;  expressions 
with  avoir  and  faire  (j'ai  dix  ans,  il  fait  froid);  prepositions  of  place;  commonly  used 
phrases  and  questions;  connectors  between  words;  the  partitive;  qualifying  adjectives; 
possessive  adjectives  (mon,  ma,  mes,  ton,  ta,  tes,  son,  sa,  ses);  -ER  verbs  in  the  present 
tense  using  appropriate  personal  pronouns;  and  the  questions  qu'est-ce  que...?,  qui  est-ce 
que...?,  quand  est-ce  que...?,  ou  est-ce  que...?,  and  quel...?. 

Moreover,  they  will  be  able  to  identify  known  words,  cognates,  or  the  meaning  of  words 
by  their  roots  in  oral  and  written  communications;  associate,  orally  and  in  writing,  words 
or  expressions   with   gestures   or    illustrations;    articulate   and   respond   voluntarily   to   a 
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question  or  statement  and  to  aspects  of  verbal  or  non-verbal  communication;  and 
identify,  orally  and  in  writing  with  assistance,  key  words  needed  to  follow  directions 
concerning  a  task. 
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BEGINNING  FRENCH  2 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  meaning  of  variations  or  recombinations  of 
simple  oral  and  written  statements  and  commonly  used  sentences;  for  example,  in  basic 
questions,  short  descriptions,  dialogues  and  advertisements,  and  express  their 
communicative  intent  in  simple  oral  and  written  messages  by  recombining  two  or  three 
statements;  for  example,  in  short  messages,  short  descriptions,  and  notices  about  such 
fields  of  experience  as  the  community,  housing,  health  and  exercise,  vacations,  and 
trades  and  professions. 

Students  will  be  able  to  identify  facts  relating  names,  places,  documents  and  institutions 
that  reveal  the  presence  of  francophone  individuals  and  groups  at  the  national  and 
international  levels. 

They  will  be  able  to  understand  the  sound-symbol  system,  vocabulary  and  variations  in 
word  order  appropriate  to  simple  oral  and  written  messages  in  the  present,  and  use, 
orally  and  in  writing,  the  sound-symbol  system  related  to  vocabulary  appropriate  to  the 
field  of  experience  while  using  the  following  linguistic  elements  in  the  present: 
imperative;  adverbs  and  adverbial  locutions;  vouloir,  pouvoir  and  devoir  in  the  present 
tense  using  the  appropriate  personal  pronouns;  the  questions  comment  est-ce  que...?, 
combien  est-ce  que...?,  and  pourquoi  est-ce  que...?;  -IR  and  -RE  verbs  in  the  present 
tense;  possessive  adjectives  (notre,  nos,  votre,  vos,  leur,leurs);  the  immediate  future;  and 
the  pronominal  form. 

Students  will  be  able  to  identify  the  meaning  of  phrases  using  the  context,  identify 
families  of  words  orally  and  in  writing,  voluntarily  create  statements  using  words  and 
commonly  used  sentences  and  independently  identify,  orally  and  in  writing,  key  words 
needed  to  follow  directions  concerning  a  task. 

Beginning  French  2  will  continue  to  develop  and  refine  the  knowledge,  skills  and 
attitudes  of  Beginning  French  1  while  adding  the  above-stated  abilities  to  students' 
repertoires. 
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INTERMEDIATE  FRENCH  1 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  meaning  of  a  series  of  oral  and  written  simple 
and  complex  sentences  dealing  with  a  familiar  topic  in  simple  conversations,  simple 
informative  and  descriptive  texts  and  express  their  communicative  intent,  orally  and  in 
writing,  through  a  series  of  simple  and  complex  sentences  in  simple  conversations,  short 
descriptions  and  narratives,  and  short  simple  letters  about  fields  of  experience  such  as 
close  friends,  fashion,  social  life,  outdoor  life,  clubs  and  associations,  shopping,  and  the 
senses. 

Students  will  be  able  to  research  and  identify  the  similarities  and  differences  between 
their  own  culture  and  francophone  culture  at  the  regional,  provincial  and  national  levels; 
for  example,  in  such  fields  of  experience  as  the  family,  school,  holidays  and  celebrations, 
food,  clothing,  outdoor  life,  clubs  and  associations,  fashion  and  shopping. 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  sound-symbol  system,  vocabulary  and  sentence 
order  appropriate  to  oral  and  written  texts  in  the  present,  future  and  past  tenses,  and 
use,  orally  and  in  writing,  the  sound-symbol  system  related  to  vocabulary  appropriate  to 
the  field  of  experience,  employing  simple  and  complex  sentences,  especially  in  the 
present  and  the  future,  occasionally  in  the  past,  and  the  following  linguistic  elements: 
the  comparative  and  superlative;  expressions  with  the  verb  faire;  questions  using 
inversion;  accentuated  pronouns;  cohesive  elements  at  the  sentence  level;  direct  object 
and  indirect  object  in  the  present  tense;  the  passe  compose  (without  imparfait 
agreement);  and  the  imparfait  tense  (without  passe  compose  agreement). 

Moreover,  students  will  be  able  to  formulate  hypotheses  on  key  points,  use  illustrations, 
non-verbal  cues  or  a  dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of  words,  accept  that  mistakes  or 
errors  are  a  normal  part  of  learning  and  correct  them  voluntarily  when  pointed  out  by 
someone  else  and  identify  individual  needs  with  respect  to  the  task  at  hand  by  defining 
the  problem  and  selecting  appropriate  strategies  from  various  choices  as  a  means  of 
organizing  one's  learning. 

Intermediate  French  1  will  continue  to  develop  and  refine  the  knowledge,  skills  and 
attitudes  of  Beginning  French  1  and  2. 
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INTERMEDIATE  FRENCH  2 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  meaning  of  oral  or  written  texts,  for  example,  in 
general  conversations,  uncomplicated  interviews,  short  routine  telephone  conversations, 
simple  announcements  and  reports  over  the  media,  and  uncomplicated  descriptive  and 
narrative  texts  containing  simple  and  complex  statements  dealing  with  a  variety  of 
familiar  topics,  and  express  their  communicative  intent  by  producing,  orally  and  in 
writing,  a  prepared  or  occasionally  spontaneous  series  of  simple  and  complex  sentences 
in  short  articles,  descriptions,  summaries  and  short  business  letters  about  such  fields  of 
experience  as  the  world  of  work,  trips  and  excursions,  money,  government,  conservation 
and  the  environment. 

Students  will  be  able  to  research  and  identify  similarities  and  differences  between  their 
own  culture  and  international  francophone  cultures;  for  example,  in  such  fields  of 
experience  as  community,  housing,  leisure,  world  of  work,  trips  and  excursions,  money, 
government,  conservation  and  the  environment. 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  sound-symbol  system,  vocabulary  and  word  order 
appropriate  to  simple  and  complex  oral  and  written  texts  in  the  past,  present  and  future 
tenses.   They  will  be  able  to  use,  orally  and  in  writing,  the  sound-symbol  system  related 
to  vocabulary  appropriate  to  the  field  of  experience,  employing  simple  and  complex 
sentences,  especially  in  the  present  and  the  future,  occasionally  in  the  past,  and  the 
following  linguistic  elements:   the  simple  future;  use  of  the  passe  compose  and  imparfait; 
the  pronouns  y  and  en  in  the  tense  being  used;  the  direct  object  in  the  tense  being  used; 
the  indirect  object  in  the  tense  being  used;  all  interrogative  pronouns;  and  the 
conditional  present. 

Moreover,  students  will  be  able  to  formulate  hypotheses  on  communicative  intents, 
develop  and  use  their  own  references,  correct  their  own  mistakes  or  errors  when  they  are 
aware  of  them  and  evaluate  the  execution  of  their  learning  plan. 

Intermediate  French  2  will  continue  to  develop  and  refine  the  knowledge,  skills  and 
attitudes  of  Beginning  French  1  and  2,  and  Intermediate  French  1. 
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ADVANCED  FRENCH  2 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  and  interpret  the  meaning  of  the  main  points  and 
details  in  familiar  and  unfamiliar  oral  and  written  communications  with  their 
interlocutors;  for  example,  in  simple  short  stories,  radio  and  television  broadcasts, 
journal  articles,  social  and  business  correspondence  and  short  novels,  and  express  their 
communicative  intent,  orally  and  in  writing,  by  developing  their  ideas  coherently;  for 
example,  in  routine  social  and  business  correspondence,  group  discussions,  presentations, 
descriptive  and  narrative  texts  about  fields  of  experience  such  as  the  role  of  the  media, 
the  future  of  the  world,  the  arts,  adolescents  and  the  law,  characters  and  personalities. 

Students  will  be  able  to  independently  examine  and  analyze  the  contribution  of 
francophone  cultures  to  our  society  by  interpreting  information,  events  or  behaviour  in 
contemporary  francophone  cultures;  for  example,  in  such  fields  of  experience  as 
historical  events,  politics,  ecology,  energy,  industry,  law,  and  characters  and 
personalities. 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  sound-symbol  system,  vocabulary  appropriate  to  a 
variety  of  fields  of  experience  and  sentence  order  appropriate  to  oral  and  written  texts 
of  varying  length  and  complexity.   They  will  be  able  to  use,  orally  and  in  writing,  the 
sound-symbol  system  related  to  vocabulary  suitable  to  the  field  of  experience,  employing 
simple  and  complex  sentences  in  the  appropriate  tenses  with  appropriate  cohesion 
markers  and  the  following  grammatical  elements:    the  plus-que-parfait  tense;  the 
present  participle;  possessive  pronouns;  demonstrative  pronouns;  the  passive  voice;  and 
the  future  perfect  tense. 

Moreover,  students  will  be  able  to  use  historical  documentation  to  better  understand 
information,  distinguish  between  facts  and  opinions/emotions  in  a   communication,  use 
circumlocution  to  overcome  a  lack  of  vocabulary  in  order  to  sustain  communication  and 
select  and  use  cohesion  markers  to  make  speech  more  coherent. 

Advanced  French  2  will  continue  to  develop  and  refine  the  knowledge,  skills  and 
attitudes  of  all  previous  levels. 
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ADVANCED  FRENCH  1 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  and  interpret  the  meaning  of  major  points  in  a 
variety  of  familiar  and  unfamiliar  oral  and  written  communications;  for  example,  in 
interviews,  news  items,  reports  dealing  with  factual  information,  prose  of  several 
paragraphs  in  length  and  express  their  communicative  intent,  orally  and  in  writing,  by 
developing  their  ideas  coherently;  for  example,  in  narrations,  descriptions,  presentations 
and  summaries  about  fields  of  experience  such  as  challenges  for  the  future,  leisure 
activities,  food  and  drink  in  francophone  countries,  legends  and  myths,  and  the  sciences. 

Students  will  be  able  to  examine  and  analyze,  with  assistance,  the  contribution  of 
francophone  cultures  to  our  society  by  studying  the  facts  that  enable  interpretation  of 
information,  events  or  contemporary  behaviour,  for  example,  in  such  fields  of  experience 
as  government,  arts,  media,  current  events,  science,  leisure  and  culinary  arts. 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  sound-symbol  system  and  vocabulary  appropriate 
to  the  field  of  experience  and  coherence  appropriate  to  oral  and  written  texts  of  varying 
length  and  complexity.   They  will  be  able  to  use,  orally  and  in  writing,  the  sound-symbol 
system  related  to  vocabulary  appropriate  to  the  field  of  experience,  employing  simple 
and  complex  sentences  in  the  appropriate  tenses  with  the  following  cohesion  markers  and 
grammatical  elements:   the  conditional  past;  agreement  between  the  imparfait  and  the 
passe  compose  tenses  in  prepared  speech;  all  forms  of  lequel;  cohesive  elements  at  the 
discourse  level;  the  relative  pronouns  ce  qui,  ce  que,  ce  dont;  and  the  present 
subjunctive. 

Moreover,  students  will  be  able  to  use  their  knowledge  of  text  structure  to  facilitate 
understanding  of  an  unfamiliar  text,  distinguish  between  relevant  and  irrelevant 
information  to  understand  a  communication,  take  the  initiative  to  begin/conclude  a 
communication  in  French,  and  select  and  use  rules  of  grammar  to  improve  their 
communication. 

Advanced  French  1  will  continue  to  develop  and  refine  the  knowledge,  skills  and 
attitudes  of  Beginning  French  1  and  2  and  Intermediate  French  1  and  2. 
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ADVANCED  FRENCH  3 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  and  interpret  the  meaning  of  the  main  points  and 
details  in  familiar  and  unfamiliar  oral  and  written  communications;  for  example,  in 
novels  and  in  radio  and  television  broadcasts,  and  express  their  communicative  intent, 
orally  and  in  writing,  by  developing  their  ideas  coherently  in  writing  and  spontaneously  in 
oral  expression;  for  example,  in  social  and  business  correspondence,  discussions,  debates, 
presentations  and  more  complex  narrative  and  descriptive  texts  about  fields  of 
experience  such  as  the  economy,  living  alone,  graduation,  politics,  ecology,  energy  and 
industry. 

Students  will  be  able  to  independently  examine  and  analyze  the  contribution  of 
francophone  cultures  to  our  society  by  interpreting  information,  events  or  behaviour  in 
contemporary  francophone  cultures;  for  example,  in  such  fields  of  experience  as  the 
economy,  living  alone,  graduation,  politics,  ecology,  energy  and  industry. 

Students  will  be  able  to  understand  the  sound-symbol  system,  vocabulary  appropriate  to 
the  field  of  experience  and  sentence  order  appropriate  to  oral  and  written  texts  of 
varying  length  and  complexity.   They  will  be  able  to  use,  orally  and  in  writing,  the  sound- 
symbol  system  related  to  vocabulary  appropriate  to  the  field  of  experience,  employing 
simple  and  complex  sentences  in  the  appropriate  tenses  with  appropriate  cohesion 
markers  and  grammatical  elements. 

Moreover,  they  will  be  able  to  formulate  hypotheses  and  verify  their  accuracy  by  reading 
a  text  or  by  asking  questions  for  clarification,  establish  arguments  for  and  against  to 
assess  the  complexity  of  a  communication,  seek  the  opportunity  to  use  French 
spontaneously  in  a  variety  of  contexts  and,  depending  on  the  context,  select  the  best 
linguistic  form  to  express  their  communicative  intent. 

Advanced  French  3  will  continue  to  develop  and  refine  the  knowledge,  skills  and 
attitudes  of  all  previous  levels. 
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